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Spirit Life
Do you like to think outside the
box? Then, this may be for you. You are
invited to participate in a 2-yr process of
spiritual formation sponsored by Heartland
Center for Spirituality in Great Bend, KS.
Classes are held one Saturday per month;
the next one is Dec 4. A wide range of courses are offered and can be taken individually
or as part of the 2-yr program. See page 2 for
an update.

By Pastor Jerry Truex
At the end of the Sermon on the Mount (SOM), Jesus
taught that the way to life is through the Narrow Gate.
Matt. 7:13-14. 13 "Enter through the narrow gate; for
the gate is wide and the road is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. 14 For the gate
is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and
there are few who find it. (NRSV)

This saying serves as a warning. At the end of SOM, it
warns would-be disciples that following Jesus and keeping his teaching in SOM will be
difficult, but rewarding. It also warns that most people will not live by SOM, but take
the easy way, which leads to self-destruction.
The way and the gate are two different metaphors that talk about the same thing: the
freedom we have to choose good or evil, right or wrong, to live by SOM or not.
Whichever gate we go through and whichever corresponding path it directs us involves
a moment-by-moment succession of choices for or against Jesus and his teaching.
The Two Ways tradition goes back to Moses. After Moses gave the Law, he told the
Israelites that if they kept the Law they would be blessed; if not, they would be cursed
(Deut. 11:26-27). He said: “I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live” (Deut. 30:19). Jesus‟ teaching is
the same. Keep what Jesus taught in SOM and live.
Do not misunderstand. The teaching of Jesus is not simply “do what Jesus says and you
will have an easy, enjoyable, prosperous life by worldly standards.” Jesus is not an ancient motivational speaker selling health and wealth to people feeding their egos and
building an empire of shallow smiles. That is the easy way.
The “easy way” (Gk. euruchōros hodos) refers to a broad or spacious road. It suggests little
or no effort is required. It is the comfortable, gentle, leisurely, and promiscuous way.
Most people, like electrons, take the path of least resistance.
When we consider SOM as a whole (Matt. 5:3—7:28), the “easy way” refers to: using
anger and power trips over others (5:21-26), not keeping proper sexual boundaries (5:27
-30), failing to keep relational commitments (5:31-32), lying and deceiving (5:33-37),
getting even with people (5:38-42), hating people (5:43-47), trying to impress other people rather than God (6:1-17), not trusting God (6:18-34), condemning others (7:1-5),
and manipulating people for selfish ends (7:12). Ouch! That hurts! Who of us has not
walked the easy path at times?
Jesus tells us that the easy path leads to destruction (Gk. apōleia). It is a term associated
with the final judgment, but it can also refer to the present experience of ruin, decay,
destruction, and breakdown. The easy path leads to a breakdown and ruination. That is
no surprise to anyone over the age of twelve. It‟s a truism. (Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
In contrast, Jesus teaches that life is gained by entering the narrow
gate and walking the hard road. The “hard road” (Gk. thlibō hodos)
refers to a path of affliction, difficulty, and suffering. It recalls Jesus earlier statement in SOM where he said righteous people will
suffer at the hands of worldly people (Matt. 5:10-12).
More specifically, when we consider SOM as a whole, the “hard
way” refers to: being poor in spirit, pure in heart, and peacemaking
(5:3-12), being a light in a dark world (5:16), keeping the law (5:1720), making peace (5:21-26), honoring boundaries (5:27-30), keeping commitments (5:32-32), speaking the truth in love (5:33-37),
enduring evil (5:38-42), loving all (5:43-48), giving, praying, fasting,
and forgiving (6:1-17), living simply and trusting God (6:18-34),
dealing with your own problems before trying to fix others (7:1-5),
seeking God (7:7-11), and keeping the Golden Rule (7:12).
Why does this way of life involve suffering? To take the path of
life means resisting the “easy way,” resisting evil, exercising selfcontrol, and persevering. It also means resisting those who promote the easy path. For instance, challenging unjust institutional
structures—like our immigration system—would be to take the
path of affliction and suffering. In trying to change the system, you
will encounter people who are invested in the system; they will
resist, denigrate, slander and perhaps physically abuse you.
Taking the way of SOM—the way of righteousness—is not easy.
Jesus‟ saying about two gates and two paths serves as a warning.
He is nodding to us. Brace yourself. Prepare. Put your shoulder to
the wheel, don‟t look back. It‟s not easy. But it is the way to life.

Presentation
Lois Barrett read a paper November 19 at an academic conference
in San Francisco. The paper, titled, "Reading Matthew 13 Missionally," was based on the missional Bible study method that we have
been using at Mennonite Church of the Servant for a number of
years.
The paper was presented at the Gospel and Our Culture Network
Forum on Missional Hermeneutics, where two other papers were
also read on a missional interpretation of Jesus' parables. About 50
people attended this session. This is a subsection of the Society of
Biblical Literature and the American Academy of Religion, which
meet every year and attract about 10,000 professors of religion
from all over the world.

Vigil at the School of the Americas
By Pat Cameron
Presenete! (He/she is present with us!) This was the unison chorus
of the crowd gathered outside the gates of Ft. Benning each time a
name was read of someone who had been killed by a graduate of
the U.S. Army School of the Americas, housed within this military
base. In a solemn funeral procession, one by one we processed to
the fence surrounding Fort Benning to place a cross with the name

of one of the deceased, making a memorial collage for the dead.
The School of the Americas is not the only, but the most notorious training school for foreign military leaders, primarily from
Latin America.
Several years ago, a teaching manual on methods of torture, assassination, and "disappearing" was revealed as part of the
school's curriculum.
The vigil is accompanied by legislation introduced in Congress to
close the SOA. But the larger purpose is to draw attention to our
government's policies toward Latin America, and toward Latin
Americans in the U.S.--immigration was a major focus of this
year's vigil.

Spirit Life
By Vangie Truex
Dec 3, Sally, Jerry, and I returned to
Great Bend for another weekend of
Spirit Life. As always, we began with a
short worship service, focusing on
Advent as a season of waiting.
During the sessions, we learned about St Dominic and St Francis, both ministering in the early 13th C. It was interesting to
learn about their differing „charisms;‟ St Dominic focused on
study and preaching, while St Francis focused on preaching
through the Spirit. Both valued simplicity and poverty, St Dominic for the sake of the ability to give to others, St Francis for it‟s
own sake. Here are a few quotes I jotted down:


“It is not the nature of the task but the consecration of the
task that‟s important.”



“We are called to give to others the fruits of our contemplations.”



“We need to be immersed in the Word; drink the Gospel.”

Prayer Requests
1. Please pray for our church as we discern
our future.
2. Please continue to pray for Jerry and
Lori Acosta and their family. May their
ministry be fruitful! Pray for Lois‟ back to be healed.
3. Please pray for Ronda Suderman King and her family as they
grieve the loss of her father, Paul Suderman.
4. Please pray for Erna and Russell; for their health and their
adjustment to Gracious Senior Living.
5. Pray for spiritual healing of the neighborhood of the church.
6. Pray for the students in our congregation and their friends.
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Worship in December
Mission Focus
“There come times when I have nothing
more to tell God. If I were to continue to
pray in words, I would have to repeat
what I have already said. At such times it
is wonderful to say to God, „May I be in
Thy presence, Lord? I have nothing more
to say to Thee, but I do love to be in Thy
presence.‟”
- Ole Kristian O. Hallesby

Worship Leaders & Teachers
Dec 4—Worship leader, Doug; teaching
by Carol Rose; Communion; potluck
Dec 11—Worship leader, Doreene;
teaching by Pat
November 26 is the beginning of Advent.
The theme for this years Advent is
“Awesome deeds we do not expect!”
Advent 2011 bursts upon us with the impassioned cry of the prophet: “O that you
would tear open the heavens and come
down, so that the mountains would quake
at your presence”(Isaiah 64:1).
Isaiah gives voice to a soul-deep longing for
God to show up in our midst as in the past.
“When you did awesome deeds that we did
not expect, you came down, the mountains
quaked at your presence. From ages past no
one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye
has seen any God besides you, who works
for those who wait” (Isaiah 64:3-4).
Like Isaiah, we too are filled with longing;
we too hunger for the transforming presence of God in our midst…. During this
Advent season, we invite you to meditate
on God‟s sure coming—but often in places
we would not think to look.

Dec 18—Worship leader, Doug; teaching
by Jerry T
Dec 24, 7:00 pm—Worship leader,

Dec 4—Kiera/Sally
Dec 11—Alex/Sally
Dec 18—Jenny/Geneva

Dec 4—CPT by Carol Rose
Dec 11—The Back Pack Program of
the Kansas Food Bank
Dec 18—Sharing Fund Report

This Christmas, we will have an evening
service beginning at 7 pm. This service
will be suitable for all ages; a family service, with children welcome! Snacks will
follow. Please join us in celebrating the
birth of our Lord Jesus with Scripture,
songs, and a brief teaching. Snacks will
follow.

3

When you did awesome deeds that we
did not expect,
you came down, the mountains
quaked at your presence.
4 From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait
for him.

Nov 6

38

Nov 13

23

Nov 20

20

Nov 28

22
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Servant Groups
A servant group
is an intentional
face-to-face
group of 3 to
12 people who
meet at a regular time (often twice
a month) to grow in Christ and
actualize God‟s reign. We have
seven groups.

NT Greek Reading Group. This
group focuses on reading and
translating the Greek New Testament. Currently, we are working
through Luke‟s Gospel. Each person reads a verse in Greek and
then translates into English, using
“whatever it takes,” including computer programs (Bible Works and
Logos), interlinear Bibles, and other helps. We meet on Wednesday
from 1:30 to 3:00 pm at LAMC.
Contact Jerry (263-0204).

Psychosynthesis Study Group.
Currently, we‟re reading Psychosynthesis, by Will Partfitt
and Natural Spirituality by Joyce
Hudson. We discuss the books and

talk about the spiritual exercises
we practice. We meet on the 2nd
the 4th Wednesday of each
month. Contact Cindy (832-0050
or Jerry (263-0204).

Servant Group: We meet for

worship, study, sharing, prayer,
and focus on its "outward" mission as well as bringing a religious
perspective to immigration issues.
This group plans to meet on the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the
month, 7:30-9:00 p.m. They are
currently studying the book: Christians on the Border by Daniel Carroll. For more information, contact Pat (371-8274).

Ladies Reading Group. This is a

women's reading and discussion
group that meets on alternate Saturday afternoons for about 90
minutes. Currently, we are studying An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor. We invite women who want to nurture their faith
through intentional, focused discussion on faith issues to join us.
Contact Vangie (263-0204).

By Belinda Cheaney
We are having our annual
Christmas Celebration dinner
December 10 from 5—8 pm.
We‟ll be discussing domestic
violence issues that evening
as well. Pray that those who come will have an enjoyable
and enriching time.
We hope to see several new mothers that we met at the
annual baby shower in October. We will also honor those
who have supported Mothers 4 Mothers throughout the
year. Volunteers are still needed for clean-up. Please call
Belinda or Sally if you can assist.

Women’s Discipleship Group.

This is a women‟s group focusing
Bible Study, discussion, and prayer.
We meet on the 4th Sunday of every month after church at Cindy's
home. Contact Cindy (832-0050;
cgswriter@aol.com).

The Path of Discipleship. We
meet to encourage each other in
the life of discipleship, learning
about Jesus‟ transformative vision
of the future for present action.
Currently, we are reading Renovation
of the Heart by Dallas Willard. We
meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at
7:00 pm. Contact Jerry (263-0204).

Hospitality Group. Although we

are not technically a servant group,
our purpose is to serve people by
making people feel at home at
MCS. We are responsible for greeting people on Sunday morning,
organizing “coffee time,” inviting
newcomers, organizing potlucks,
and providing meals on special
occasions. Contact Geneva (2622544), Doreene (265-3848), or
Vangie (263-0204).

At our November 13 Church Life meeting, John Stoesz,
our moderator, recommended to the congregation on behalf of the Church Council, two things to help strengthen
our witness. The two-fold recommendation was as follows:
(1) Each of us should be clear about the vision of our
church and be able to communicate that vision with
confidence.
(2) We should develop our ability to attract and retain people for whom our vision is good news.
After the discussion, all agreed to the two recommendations.
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MCS December

Verse of the Month:
- Isaiah 64:3-4
Song of the month:
- Awesome deeds we do not expect (WB 594)

www.mcswichita.net/calendar.htm

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

6:15 pm: Church
Support Group with
Potluck at MCS

4
10:00 am: Worship
12:00 am: Potluck

5

6

7
NT Greek at 1:30

8

Spirit Life in Great Bend

9

10
4 pm: Ladies Reading
Group

11
12
10:00 am: Worship
11:40 am: Church Council Meeting

13
Pastor Peer Meeting
at 11:45 at LAMC
Worship Committee
Meeting at 7:30 pm

14
NT Greek at 1:30

15

16

17
Happy Birthday,
Theresa Turner

MCS & FCC Joint
Task Force Meeting
at 7:00 pm

18
10:00 am: Worship
11:40 am: Church Life

19

20

21
NT Greek at 1:30

22

23

24
7 pm: Christmas
Eve Service
Happy Birthday,
Robert Esau-Rutherford

25
Happy Birthday,
Christian Cheaney

26

27

28
NT Greek at 1:30

29

30

31
Happy Birthday,
George Williams

5

6

7

Psychosynthesis
Meeting at 7:00 pm

Jan 1

2

3

4
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WICHITA, KANSAS •
Pastor

Jerry Truex
260 9095 (office)
253 4673 (cell)
jtruex1@cox.net

Shepherds To be determined
Minister

Our mission is to welcome all people
into a community covenanted to follow the way of Jesus Christ through


Committing ourselves to radical
and biblical spirituality



Living in relational and accountable community



Seeking Christ‟s peace within and
in the world

Trustees

Mennonite Church of the Servant
1650 N. Fairview, Wichita, KS 67203

The Mennonite Church of the Servant
Newsletter is published monthly. All
literary, commentary, creative, and
Editor

Vangie Truex
vtruex@cox.net

Address

1650 North Fairview
Wichita, Kansas 67203

Phone

316-260-9095

jrstucky@cpacenter.kscoxmail.com

Email

jtruex1@cox.net

John Stoesz
Steve Nikkel

Website

www.mcswichita.net

Sally Huber
871 8306
justsally@juno.com

Moderator John Stoesz
jstoesz@mcc.org
Treasurer
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Jeanette Stucky

W E‟ RE ON THE W EB!
www.mcswichita.net

