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Worship: Sundays, 10:00 a.m
Jerry Truex, Teaching Minister

FEBRUARY WORSHIP
Song of the Month: “Jesus be the Center”

February 5
Text: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16
Worship Leader: Doug
Teaching: Lois
Communion
Focus on Mission: AARP Tax Aide

February 12

You are invited!
Saturday, February 11
9:00 am – 12:00 noon
Mennonite Church of the
Servant
2401 N. Woodland
$5 suggested donation
Presentations
The Loss of Turtle Island
Erica Littlewolf and Karin Kaufman Wall,
Mennonite Central Committee

The Kanza Story
Pauline Sharp, Member of the Kanza Nation

Practical Steps toward Justice
John Stoesz, Mennonite Church of the
Servant

Text: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Worship Leader: Geneva
Teaching: Pat
Focus on Mission: Christian Peacemaker Teams

February 19
Text: 1 Corinthians 3:10-23
Worship Leader: Bret
Teaching: Lois
Focus on Mission: Special Offering for
Christian Peacemaker Teams

February 20: Transfiguration
Sunday
Worship Leader: Doug
Teaching: Jerry
Healing Prayer
Focus on Mission: Immigration

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 7:00 P.M. ASH
WEDNESDAY SERVICE
7:00 p.m.

Our church is offering
free tax preparation.
Our volunteers are
AARP/IRS trained and
certified annually. We
will work hard to make
sure our customers get all the deductions
and credits that they’ve earned. Our target
audience is people over 50 and those who
can't afford a tax preparer. We are open to
everyone regardless of income or backgrounds.
We're reaching the people who need us. So
far we've been asked by the US Probation
Office if they can refer clients. And we've
been asked by "Head to Toe Pantry" if they
can refer clients. KSUN 95.5 Spanish Radio
is advertising to their clients, and 520 post
cards were mailed out to people within a 5
block radius of the church, inviting them to
use our service. Several families have already responded.
Edy Loughmiller, retired Accountant is our
Leader. Jack Mock, retired tax preparer is
our Site Leader. Tom Lynch, employed full
time at the US Post Office, will volunteer to
help prepare taxes. Pat Cameron will be
preparing taxes. Raul Hurtado helped get
the posters out and will help interpret.
Belinda Cheaney will help greet people and
help with intake. Tom Ewert helped a lot
with sending out the post cards, putting up
signs and securing phone service. Brett Preheim helped set up the Hot Spot so that
we'll have secure Internet. Sally’s job will
be Client Facilitator, which is mostly setting
appointments, greeting and helping fill out
the Intake forms and making sure everyone
has what they need. You're all welcome to
come by on a Saturday and check us out.
***********************************
It is vital that the values of [the] culture
Trump represents not be normalized because of his presidency. The worship of
money, sex, and power are the worst values
of the world, which faith has always stood
up against with counter-values of simplicity,
integrity, and the service for justice. And
just as the golden Trump Tower must not
take over the White House, and the Trump
jet overcome Air Force One, the love of
money, sex, and power must not overtake
the nation in a Trump era. Faith must stand
up for itself, for its values, for its standards,
and for its priorities.
- Jim Wallace, Sojourners

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY: THE BOOK OF
REVELATION
This year’s Lenten series is a Bible study on the
book of Revelation. Revelation teaches the importance of remaining faithful to God and resisting
the power of the Empire. The series begins on
Wednesday, March 8 for five Wednesdays, concluding on April 5. The meeting time is 7:00-8:00 p.m.

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT FEBRUARY 17: CARS 2
The February movie night will be child-friendly, but
adults are invited also. The featured movie, Cars
2, was released in 2011, as a sequel to the original
2006 release, Cars. In the film, race car Lightning
McQueen and tow truck Mater head to Japan and
Europe to compete in the World Grand Prix, but
Mater becomes sidetracked with international espionage. The show begins at 7:00 p.m.

COMMENT FROM SALLY: FOCUS ON MISSION
Some people have said our Mission and Service
Committee is too scattered. I agree with them. A
different mission is introduced in the Mission Focus
each Sunday. That’s 52 a year. There isn't always
follow up because we're a small church and can't
do everything, and not all the missions are for everybody. No one can be expected to do something
about all of them; only the ones that the Spirit tells
you to. The rest of them are for information only.
All of the Missions introduced should have opportunities to get more involved, if you feel led to do it.
All of them have an opportunity to pray for them.
That's most important.
Sally

What is Cruciform Existence?
By Jerry Truex
Why is the cross the central symbol of the Christian faith? Of course, Jesus was crucified on a cross,
but that does not explain why a symbol of torture became the symbol of early Jesus movement. Paul
tells us why.

1 Cor. 1:18. For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. (NRS)

The cross expresses the power of God, but how? How do we experience that power in our lives? I believe Paul’s argument in 1 Cor. 1:18-31 tells us.

Apocalyptic Worldview
First, the cross—the crucifixion of Jesus—in Paul’s thought world is an apocalyptic (revelatory) event in
which “this age” and the “age to come” collide.

This Age

The Age to Come

This age - Works of the Flesh

Age to come - Fruit of the Spirit

fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities,
strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels,
factions, envy, etc.

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control.

The crucifixion of Jesus exposes the sharp contrast between “this age” and “the age to come.” These
two ages have nothing in common. It is the same contrast between the spirit and flesh in Galatians
5:16-24.

We see that “this age” is violently opposed to the values of “the age to come.” In fact, the values and
violence of “this age” is hostile toward God so much so that “this world” perpetrated violence against
God’s Agent, namely, Jesus Christ.

When Paul talks about “human wisdom” not being able to understand the cross (1 Cor. 1:19-24), he is
using a Jewish understanding of wisdom, which refers to conduct and ethics, not what we call reason,
intellect, knowledge, science, and its technological offspring. Thus, human wisdom refers to the
worldview and values of “this age.” Paul is not anti-intellectual. Paul is not calling for people to “just
believe” and leave reason out of it. He is challenging a worldview that is hostile to God.
(continued on next page)

For Paul, human wisdom and divine wisdom are not just different in degree, but different in kind (1
Cor. 1:25). Human wisdom cannot grasp divine wisdom any more than the Pentagon can understand
Christian Peacemaker Teams. Human wisdom views the cross as foolish, weak, and embarrassing; in
contrast, divine wisdom sees the cross as the power of God

The Cross Reveals God’s Character
Second, the cross is both a symbol of human violence against God and, ironically, a revelation of
God’s character. The world in its wisdom tortured and crucified Christ. However, God was present in
Christ, even present in his torture and death. God is present in suffering, then and now, and that tells
us a lot about God’s character.

The Cross Subverts the World
Third, human wisdom, widespread in the domination systems of the world, cannot see anything positive about the cross or suffering. A crucified Messiah is nonsense to everyone who operates on the
plane of human wisdom. Hence, the cross stands as a witness over against all human standards of
evaluation—both Jewish and Greek (1 Cor. 1:22-23).
However, everyone who has entered the symbolic world of the cross has undergone a conversion of
the imagination. The world is subverted. They see from the underside. They see that the foolish are
wise, the weak are strong, the nothings of this world are chosen (1 Cor. 1:26-28). And, as difficult as
it may be, they see that divine power is present in human suffering.

Implications
Finally, I draw five positive implications from 1 Cor. 1:18-31.
1.Paul’s message focuses on the cross. This is not a self-help message about enduring suffering so
that one can find fulfillment in resurrection life. The cross is never transcended or replaced by resurrection.
2. The cross—the suffering Christ—expresses the character of God, defines divine wisdom, and exposes the violence of the world.
3. The cross confronts “this age” and “human wisdom” and creates a countercultural world for those
who live in the wisdom of “the age to come.”
4. The cross shapes individual consciousness, self-understanding, counter-cultural values, and corporate praxis that is antithetical to the dominations systems of the world.

5. The church should a sign that God chooses the foolish, the weak, the lowly, the despised, the nothings of this world.

FEBRUARY 2017 CALENDAR
(all meetings at the church building, unless designated by *)
To add an item to the calendar, contact Geneva
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Feb. 1

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

3

4
9-2 Tax Aide

5
9:00 Middle
Schl SS
10:00 Worship
(Communion)/
Pre-Schl-K SS
11:45 Potluck

12
10:00 Worship/
Pre-Schl-K SS

6
Happy Birthday,
Nancy Hurd !

8

13
9:00 a.m. Mission & Service*

1:30pm NT
Greek *

16

22

23

17

10:00 Worship/
Pre-Schl-K SS
11:45 Discipleship Group

18
9-2 Tax Aide

7:00 Movie
Night: “Cars 2”

1:30pm NT
Greek *

24
Happy Birthday,
Bret Preheim!

11:45 Church
Life
26
9:15 Mdl Schl SS

11
Happy Birthday,
Karissa Truex!
9-12 NoonForum: Native
American Justice

15
Happy Birthday,
Geneva Hershberger!

21

10
1:30 Shepherds*

7:00 Worship
Committee

14

20

10:00 Worship/
Pre-Schl-K SS

9

1:30pm NT
Greek *

7:00 Church
Council

11:45 Discipleship Group

19
9:15 Mdl Schl SS

7

25
9-2 Tax Aide

6:30 Women’s
Reading Group
29

28

Mar 1

2

3

4
9-2 Tax Aide

1:30pm NT
Greek *
7:00 Ash
Wednesday
Service

