8.

John 13:34-35. 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." (NRSV)

9. Rom. 12:1-2. 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
(NRSV)

10. 2 Cor. 5:16-21. 16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human
point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there
is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new! 18 All
this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God. (NRSV)
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11. Col. 3:12-17. 12 As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with
one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each
other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above
all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to
God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (NRSV)
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12. 1 Pet. 4:9. 9 Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 10 Like good
stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever
gift each of you has received. (NRSV)
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This brochure provides 12 Scriptures that we decided represented the core values that inspire and direct our vision. In
2012, the Mennonite Church USA encouraged churches to
identify 12 Scriptures that were most important to each congregation. Over the course of a few months of conversation,
we arrived at our 12 Scriptures on May 10, 2014.

1.

Lev. 19:33-34. 33 When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not
oppress the alien. 34 The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the
citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens
in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. (NRSV)

2.

Isa. 61:1-2. 1 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good
news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn. (NRSV)

you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the
tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do
the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (NRSV)
Matt. 25:31-46. 31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations
will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.

6.

34

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed
me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.'

3. Micah 6:8. 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the
LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God? (NRSV)
4. aMatt. 5:1-16. 1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and
after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak,
and taught them, saying: 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. 4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.6 "Blessed
are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8 "Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God. 10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.

37

Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked
and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison
and visited you?'
40

And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 41
Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you
gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger
and you did not welcome me, naked and you
did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.'

13

"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out
and trampled under foot.

44

Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of
you?'

14

"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No
one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father in heaven. (NRSV)
5.

Matt. 5:43-48. 43 You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of
your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.46 For if

a

45

Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to
one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46 And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." (NRSV)
7.

Mark 12:29-31. 29 Jesus answered, "The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our
God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength.' 31 The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'
There is no other commandment greater than these." (NRSV)
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